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A striking tribute to Roosevelt's services in the Peace
Conference was paid by Prof. Frederic Frommhold De
Martens, a recognized world-wide authority on interna-
tional law, who accompanied the Eussian envoys and was
their adviser during the negotiations. It was published in
the Outlook in January, 1920. I quote a few of its passages:

"His conduct during the whole time that the peace ne-
gotiations lasted has been a marvel of tact. Without ap-
pearing to inject himself into the course of the conversa-
tions and discussions which took place between the dele-
gates, he contrived to keep himself exactly informed as to
all that was going on, and more than once intervened in
the most discreet manner by conveying a hint or a message
to the plenipotentiaries which cleared the skies and brought
things back to their true level.

"I have often wondered where Eoosevelt could have ac-
quired the immense amount of information which he sud-
denly displayed, and I have come to the conclusion that a
great deal of it was due to his extraordinary powers of
intuition which made him draw deductions and conclusions
where others saw only the bare facts. And, moreover, that
Portsmouth Conference, which will surely mark in the his-
tory of the world the first effort made by the United States
to stand as an equal at the side of the great nations of
other continents, was essentially Eoosevelt's work, and
as such he showed us immediately that he intended, and
that indeed he would, bring it to a good and safe conclu-
sion.

"That he contrived to do so without showing openly his
hand, and while abstaining from everything that could have
been interpreted as an attempt to interfere in matters
which were not supposed to concern him, was a work which
perhaps no one in the whole world outside of himself would
have been able to perform. The hints which he conveyed
to the plenipotentiaries, and which invariably threw a new
light upon the points that they had not been able to see
or to bring to a solution, were something quite wonderful.
All through our conferences the personality of Eoosevelt